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LACK OF PRICES DELAYS SALES OF REFRIGERATORS AS WPB DROPS DISTRIBUTION CURB 
BY REVOKING L-5-d | , 


WPB last week dropped its controls over sales of refrigerators by revoking the distribution order 
L-5-d as of Oct. 10, but household refrigerators are not generally on the market for unrestricted sale, ied 
partly because OPA has not announced its pricing schedules. :, ee ee 


A check of some of the Detroit distributors of leading makes last week revealed that only one dis- 
tributor had any new refrigerators in stock at present. Although this distributor has enough to supply 
all his dealers with at least samples, he said he is waiting orders from the factory to start deliveries. 


Another Detroit distributor said he could obtain a quick shipment from the factory as soon as the 
go-ahead signal is flashed. But a number of other distributors don’t expect to receive any shipments 
until the last of the month or perhaps even November. 


Nationally, the dropping of L-5-d finds 100,000 household refrigerators in the hands of manufac- 
turers or distributors, estimates WPB. This includes 12,000 remaining from the stockpile of 700,000 
frozen in 1942, plus 88,000 produced since reconversion began. 


Manufacturers now estimate that they can produce 600,000 refrigerators in the fourth quarter, however, 
despite the relatively slow start. 


While distribution controls have been dropped, WPB plans to help the most essential users obtain 
refrigerators through CC or MM preference ratings under Priorities Regulation 28. 


PREWAR PRODUCTION RATES SHOULD BE REACHED IN DECEMBER BY ELECTRICAL 
APPLIANCE MANUFACTURERS, PREDICTS WPB OFFICIAL 


By the end of this year prewar production rates of refrigerators, electric ranges, washers, and 
other electrical appliances should be surpassed, despite some of the factors now retarding reconversion, 
believes Frederick M. Mitchell, head of WPB’s consumer durable goods division, following a 10-day trip 
to appliance manufacturers. 


Refrigerator manufacturers, who before the war had a total average production rate of 316,000 units 
monthly, expect to reach an output of 460,000 units a month by June of next year, according to Mr. Mit- 
chell. All but three of the 12 leading companies in the industry which produced 99% of prewar refriger- 
ators, are now in production, he said. Two will begin production during October, and the third, now 
strike-bound, has hopes of starting production by December or earlier. 


- Electric range manufacturers have scheduled an output of more than 50,000 units a month by Decem- 
ber, and nearly 100,000 units monthly by next June, as compared with a prewar monthly average of 47,000, 
reports Mr. Mitchell. 


Washer firms’ production schedules call for more than 250,000 units monthly by December, and 
more than 460,000 by June of next year, Mr. Mitchell found. Prior to the war this industry averaged 
about 187,000 washers a month. Smaller manufacturers, especially, he said, plan to increase their pro- 
duction rates greatly. One firm which produced 8,120 washers a month in 1941 plans to up production 
to 50,000 units monthly next year, according to Mr. Mitchell. 


Reentered as second-class matter Oct. 3, 1936 at the post office at Detroit, Mich., ander the Act of March 3, 1878. Copyright, 1945. 
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KELVINATOR AND LEONARD DISTRIBUTORS HEAR SALES PLANS AS FIRST REFRIGERATORS 


ARE SHIPPED TO THE FIELD 


As first shipments of new refrigerators started to the field, Kelvinator and Leonard zone managers 
and distributors were given their first look at the new lines last week at meetings held in Detroit, Chi- 
cago, Kansas City, New York City, and Washington, D. C. Later meetings are scheduled for retailers 
ae GR parte a6 Ce equntzy. 4s P be ; 


The new refrigerators place emphasis on frozen food storage, and considerable streas was also amet 
on the new home freezers and electric ranges. D. A. Packard, assistant general sales manager of Kelvinator, 
and Walter L. Jeffery, Leonard sales manager, handled the product representations. 


The company’s advertising and promotion plans were outlined by Charles J. Coward, director of 
advertising and sales promotion. 


Kelvinator’s new “Vocation-in-Sales” training program, said to be the most vigorous and important 
activity of its type ever undertaken by the company, was described by Charles T. Lawson, vice presi- 
dent in charge of sales. It is intended to help the retailer rebuild his sales organization and also to open 
up new opportunities for returning servicemen. Much of the research and preparation of materials was con- 
ducted by the Psychological Corp., which Mr. Lawson said had been responsible for some Army and Navy 
selection programs. 


FRIGIDAIRE RESUMES PRODUCTION AS WORKERS RETURN AFTER WEEK-LONG STRIKE 


Some 13,000 Frigidaire employes returned to work last Monday following a week-long strike which halted 
production at the Dayton, Ohio, ‘plants of this division of General Motors Corp. The CIO union had called 
the strike in protest of the company’s suspension of four employes. 


Hearings on the suspension of these employes were started last Monday by union representatives and com- 


pany officials of the Moraine City plant. If necessary the dispute will be settled by a neutral umpire meet- 
ing with the union and General Motors officials from Detroit, it was announced. 


YORK ESTABLISHES SUBSIDIARY TO HANDLE SALES IN NEW YORK CITY AREA 


S. E. Lauer, president of York Corp., announced last week the formation of York Distributors, Inc., 
a fully-owned subsidiary, to provide complete sales, installation, and service for York commercial air condi- 
tioning and refrigeration equipment in the New York area. 


W. A. Pusch has been named president and treasurer of the new corporation. Other officers are R. C. 
Follett, vice president and sales manager, and John F. Lebor, secretary. The board of directors is made up 
of Mr. Lauer, Mr. Pusch, E. A. Kleinschmidt, J. R. Hertzler, and A. Christensen. . 


New and permanent offices, comprising approximately 17,000 square feet of floor space, are now under 
construction at 11-30 46th Road, Long Island City, and will be ready for occupancy around Jan. 1. Present 
temporary offices of the company are at 41-11 28th St., Long Island City. 


HURLEY DENIED 7.7% PRICE INCREASE BY OPA BECAUSE HIGH PRICED WASHERS 
ALLEGEDLY DOMINATE LINE 


Claiming that the company has reduced its output of low-priced washers and ironers below the 1940-41 
ratio, OPA has denied the Hurley Machine Division, Electrical Household Utilities Corp., Chicago, the right 
to use the 7.7% price increase factor recently granted the industry. 


The Hurley company, which produces Thor washers and Gladiron ironers, was given until Oct. 19 
to show. that its average ceiling prices since it resumed production have been no higher than its January 
to June, 1941, prices, allowing for the 10% increase which most manufacturers made in June, 1941. If 
convinced, OPA will permit the 7.7% increase factor, it was. announced. ; 


The company may also obtain all or part of this industry increase factor if, within the next 90 days 
its production will be at the necessary prewar price levels, OPA officials declared. 


ic 


De 


che 


Sls oe MX se. < = xt = ee oat ba, ED al Rie a t=, » ay af 63 peas - ie es aA a Fi! <é) LS ese on IE at oe, ee 
tn = ns Ape sabia eal Fe ee ake e eee ee +) “pS Cate aaa ee Pa gel: 6 ae Beit aS ae oe. een res .4 2 5 at Pe sr eR ee og Pe Ate at a nee 
aaa ee Lise ee ee ae ae a ee ce eee 
“Maa Sd, es tps! eae ey yeaa Pay or Bi) = “ce BIR ee ok ae ceo ess <a Bios Tees ayy are te aha Behe 2 a 
‘ 7 foe an ae ok, Dag ree SF ale. Se a) eh ee Ge Bee, ee moe: ee ’ te ee een es us Si in | EE ARs eS bls ‘ . pee ne Sy, 
ir eee a ele | (ee. eee eee eee ee eee ee 
see bi : E 7 : . ~ ; e 4 s if ; ~ Z = ‘ . Y 
oot 
ae ee a 
SR A ST RE ER LT RR 
either. 
Or 
ee: 
roe “ 
as tu 
e cr s 
Sic tic 
Seen 
oes 
a po 
ie het at 
Pes So 
ee 
es at 
ies! r 
LC 
ome 
a ee a 
ime tn a tt Re RR NM A NE RR AR RAR NN RA RR RN ER RAEN AR SE A A RR EE 
ee n 
; A 
. ob 
eer 
ee for 
pre 
ee not 
rr A EE A EE EN LE 
bec 
wa: 
OD 
sub 
tior 
locs 
FIV 
—- 
y was 
Safe 
refr 
b at . 
tay = . - = - ‘ ; " Ae 5 Fy b : 
Spe beste 4 e we F : z = : ; . : . 2 - ~— ris > ee <e e 
pnd ah +s ow re r ‘ ae a ‘ aes ri) ine} ® ak = 34 3 Se? be i 
' + * . i - = 3 i r cw . c te 
a , - 


r, 


LOCKER INDUSTRY SHOW TO TIE IN WITH ALL-INDUSTRY REFRIGERATION SHOW 
IN OCTOBER, 1946 


The locker plant industry convention and show will tie in with the All-Industry Refrigeration & Air 
Conditioning Exhibition, scheduled to be held in the Cleveland Public Auditorium the last week of 
October, next year (1946). 


‘This has been reported following a joint meeting of officers of Refrigeration Equipment Manufac- 
turers Association (sponsor of the All-Industry Exhibition); the National Frozen Food Locker Associa- 
tion and the Frozen Food Locker Manufacturers & Suppliers Association (sponsors of the Locker Indus- 
try Show), and the Farm and Home Freezer Manufacturers Association. 


The All-Industry Show will be held under the joint sponsorship of these organizations, it was re- 
ported, but further details on the show setup are not available at present. 


Conventions of all of these groups, plus some others such as the Refrigeration Service Engineers 
Society and the National Refrigeration Supply Jobbers Association, may also be in session in Cleveland 
at the time of the show. It is estimated that upwards of 20,000 people may be in attendance. 


LOCKER PLANT OPERATORS PLANNING REGIONAL MEETINGS FOR NEXT APRIL 


The National Frozen Food Locker Association (comprised of locker plant operators) is also planning to hold 
a series of regional spring meetings with displays of operating equipment, supplies, and home freezers. 


it has been tentatively planned to hold such meetings in Minneapolis, San Francisco, Dallas, and Atlanta, 
probably sometime in April. It is estimated that such meetings might attract attendance of 1,000 per meeting. 


A.S.R.E. SCHEDULES ANNUAL MEETING FOR DEC. 10-12 IN NEW YORK CITY 


National meeting of the American Society of Refrigerating Engineers has been tentatively scheduled 
for Dec. 10, 11, and 12 at Hotel Pennsylvania in New York City, according to John F. Stone, national 
president of the society, who addressed the Detroit A.S.R.E. section Monday, Oct. 8. The society has 
not met since last December, the spring meeting scheduled for Milwaukee last June having been canceled 
because of wartime restrictions. 


Crowded hotel conditions in New York City make it advisable for members planning to attend the 
December meeting to make their hotel reservations as early as possible, warned Mr. Stone. 


At a special meeting of A.S.R.E. held Sept. 28, the society (voting by mail) approved a proposed 
change in the charter to avoid possible taxation and also paved the way for constitutional amendments 
changing the method of electing section representatives to the national council, it was revealed for the first 
time by Mr. Stone at the Detroit meeting. 


‘ 

The change in the charter removes from the statement of the society’s objectives present references 
to “social purposes.” According to the society, this statement carried the legal implication that the group 
was a trade association rather than an engineering body and might therefore be considered as being in 
the publishing business and consequently subject to income and profits taxes. 


The two proposed constitutional amendments which were approved at the special meeting and will be 
submitted to a vote of the members call for (1) the election of directors by sections to serve on the na- 
tional council for three-year terms, instead of the present method of having section chairmen represent the 
local groups; and (2) changing the makeup of the council to include the president, two vice presidents, 
treasurer, 15 directors at large, one director from each section, and the last five living past presidents. 


FIVE-MAN BOARD IS APPOINTED TO ADMINISTER NEW DETROIT REFRIGERATION CODE 


A five-man board to administer the new refrigeration and air conditioning code of the city of Detroit 
was appointed by the mayor last week. Chairman is Halstead H. Mills of the city’s department of buildings and 
Safety .engineering. Other members. include Alfred C. Allerbusch and Wilbur F. Mercier, both representing 
refrigeration contractors; William T. Heaney, representing users; and John Rehard, city refrigeration inspector. 
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MAYTAG TO ADD HOME FREEZER, AUTOMATIC WASHER AND DRIER, GAS RANGE TO LINE 


Addition of an automatic type washer, an automatic clothes drier, both gas and electric, a gas range, Europe. 
and an electric frozen food locker to the Maytag line of household appliances was announced last week by © cme N. 
President Fred Maytag II. Pi Sales 

, ; years. 

The announcement followed a series of conferences of Maytag branch managers and distributors held Shortly 
at the home office at which the new products were previewed. They will be added to the line of con- was entel 
ventional type washers and ironers produced by the company. saga 

Chicago, ] 

The company recently purchased a minority interest in the Globe-American Corp. of Kokomo, Ind., He is « 
which will produce “Dutch Oven” gas ranges exclusively for Maytag. Fred Maytag II, and Maytag vice characters 
presidents George Umbreit and Roy A. Bradt have been elected to the Globe-American board of directors. of pe 

| ‘ ticklish, se 

No date has been announced as to when the new products will be made available to the public, although 
Mr. Maytag expressed an opinion that the gas range and the frozen food locker, would be on the market That M. 
about the first of the year. Now th: 

atomic por 
APEX EXPECTS 50% INCREASE IN PRODUCTION BY APRIL; AUTOMATIC WASHER PLANNED For dec 
parently k 

Aiming at a peak production by April 1 of next year which will exceed by 50% its prewar rate, Apex Bc alltsons 
Electrical Mfg. Co. now has washer production underway at its Cleveland, Ohio, plant, and vacuum cleaners with neg 
moving down the line at the Holland-Rieger division in Sandusky, Ohio. The predicted increase in pro- sardines \ 
duction is equivalent to annual sales of $20 million, compared with the 1941 figure of $10,166,007. ean 

What the f 

Models now being manufactured are similar in design to prewar units, but before the first of the year be, now t 

Apex hopes to have new models in production, including an automatic washer, it was announced. tent ~ 
we all he 

HOW ‘UNPREDICTABLE’ PROBLEMS SLOW UP RECONVERSION REVEALED BY WILLIAMS nations. 
From w 

Many manufacturers have not achieved the speed in reconverting to their normal civilian lines that ered o! 
they had hoped to attain. In a recent bulletin to its dealers, Williams Oil-O-Matic division of Eureka tion “of th 
Vacuum Cleaner Co. explains some of the difficulties it has encountered in getting production on oil burners: in which 

with a goo 

“Everything that has retarded burner production was not only unpredicted but—in the normal run of oe . 
affairs—unpredictable. Under wartime controls, castings were available in reasonable quantities despite the echnical d 
pressure of war needs. Few anticipated a lag in casting deliveries. There is such a lag. = eg 

1tude 
tral nature 

“Procurement of high tension cable for ignition has always been a simple matter—usually on an almost Mexico, an: 
overnight basis. A strike in the factory of our chief source of supply has changed this. Result: how new 
no high tension cable, no oil burners. ' Se he 

of this we: 

“Our principal, most dependable source of transformers—with no labor troubles of its own—was , 
halted by a strike which stopped production of cases. , egan I 

It repre 

“Men and machines we have aplenty. Production planning is as thorough and efficient as at our war- ag 
time production peak. The minute castings, transformers, cable, and other essential components reach the world poet 
plant, they are railroaded through with all the energy we can put behind them.” It is impe 

‘nternation: 
Studies 
Dealers were told that they would all get “some burners” by November, with December shipments large cocmpll a 
enough to. remove most of the pressure of backed-up orders. were laid 
riodic gs 
M 
CONSOLIDATED EDISON TO START COOPERATIVE DEALER MERCHANDISING EARLY IN 1946 aaa 
“nguished 
Preparing to resume its cooperative dealer merchandising programs, the Consolidated Edison Co. of ever since. 
: New York City will first concentrate on gas appliances, starting probably early in 1946, according to Brig. Ra. the ni 
= P tob. ectronic 
Gen. E. F. Jeffe, vice president in charge of sales who recently returned to his jo England ¢ 
YJ. Thom 
Having dropped sales of these items as well as electrical appliances; the utility plans to cooperate ‘ et 
% with dealers in promoting gas house and water heaters, air conditioning equipment, and similar appliances. Ing the pen 
eS: ~— The utility plans to work through cooperating plumber-dealers who can install and service the gas units. (Concluded 
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